
Each year, Zimbabweans
commemorate the attainment
of their independence from
Britain on the 18th of April.
Celebrations are held
nationwide as citizens
remember this historic event
that took place in 1980. On
Heroes’ Day, which is held
on the 10th of August,
Zimbabweans commemorate
the commitment of their sons
and daughters to the struggle
for Independence, during
which thousands perished.
The 11 th of August is
Defence Forces Day, and
Zimbabweans celebrate the
dedication of the country’s
uniformed forces and their
commitment to protecting
national sovereignty,
upholding justice and
maintaining law and order.
National Unity Day, which is
held on the 22nd of
December, is a
commemoration of nation
building in post-
independence Zimbabwe.
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Zimbabwe

Community celebrates the Heroes' Day
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Public holidays
in Zimbabwe

Elections

Hurunui District Council backs

Vote2016 campaign

Hurunui District Council has
confirmed its participation in the Local
Government New Zealand (LGNZ)
Vote2016 campaign to increase
nationwide voter participation in the
October local elections to more than
50 per cent.
Local election turnout has been
declining since the 1980s and only 42
per cent of New Zealanders voted in
the 2013 elections, down from 49 per
cent in 2010.
LGNZ’s Vote2016 campaign will work
with participating local councils,
national businesses and community
organisations to showcase the value
local government provides to
communities across the country.
LGNZ President Lawrence Yule
welcomes Hurunui District Council
stepping up to partner with LGNZ in
the Vote2016 campaign and ultimately
help build a stronger community
through more engaged local
democracy.
“Partnering with councils is integral
to Vote2016. It’s a mutually beneficial
relationship focused on building a
larger pool of skilled local candidates
to stand in their communities and
inspiring more people to vote,” said Mr
Yule.
LGNZ research shows a significant
number of citizens are interested in
the local government process but don’t
vote, or want to vote but say it’s too

hard to find the information to make
an informed decision.
“Vote2016 will support Hurunui in
ensuring voters have access to the
information they need about local
candidates standing and about the
voting process, including when, where
and how they can vote,” said Mr Yule.
“We’re thrilled to work with Hurunui
District Council in encouraging
talented, committed people to stand for
office and to vote in your local
elections, the most powerful ways to
influence positive outcomes in your
community,” he said.
For more information visit
www.Vote2016.co.nz

- The above information is courtesy the

Hurunui District Council.

Joseph Chitongo playing Marimba - traditional Zimbabwean

musical instrument

Chitongo with his music band; another traditional instrument

Mbira also being played

The Zimbabwean
Canterbury Association
(ZCA) and New Zealand
AIDS Foundation joined
hands to celebrate the
Zimbabwe Heroes' Day
in Christchurch on
August 20. There was
lots of Zimbabwean
food and music, as well
as speeches by
community leaders and
representatives from
the African Council.
Simon Mutonhori,
President of ZCA,
informed that the
community has been
celebrating the Day
ever since their
Association was formed
in 2003.

Joseph Chitongo, lead
musician of a local
Zimbabwean musical band,
added, "Over 200 people
attended the festivities, with
people from other African
countries including Nigeria
participating as well."

Over 200 people were in

attendance




